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One Year after Deep Horizon: Could the BP Oil Spill mean “Belize Petroleum” 

Spill in Belize’s offshore? 

Belize City, Belize, April 20, 2011- - Today, April 20, 2011 marks the one year anniversary of the Deep 

Horizon explosion, an offshore oil rig, which killed 11 oil workers and spilled 4.9 million barrels of crude 

oil into the Gulf of Mexico, damaging marine life and the livelihoods of those who depend on healthy 

marine ecosystems including fishers and those in tourism.  One year after Deep Horizon, also known as 

the BP (British Petroleum) and Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill, oil companies have lease rights to petroleum 

blocks in Belize’s offshore, including on Belize’s Barrier Reef. 

The Belize Coalition to Save our Natural Heritage, like many Belizeans, get the lessons of the Deep 

Horizon Spill, particularly, that lax regulations and monitoring were major factors in the oil spill, 

described as the worst environmental disaster in the U.S.  With our current weak legislation regulating 

the petroleum industry, the implications for Belize’s offshore and our barrier reef, if Government would 

allow offshore drilling, are grave. 

Belize’s offshore value, without petroleum production, is over Bz$1 billion based on industries such as 

tourism, fishing and coastal protection. BP, a billion dollar company, has pumped US$40.9 billion into 

the communities and industries along the Gulf of Mexico and in clean-up efforts, but those industries 

have still not fully recovered.   Compared to Belize’s shallower waters and coral reefs found within those 

waters, it is important to consider whether the companies holding offshore petroleum concessions are 

financially and technically capable of firstly, preventing catastrophic spill and secondly, effectively 

cleaning up and reducing the impact of such as spill on our reefs. 
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Belizeans have the opportunity to decide whether they want offshore drilling in Belize’s waters by first 

signing on to the petition to call for a Referendum to ban oil drilling in Belize’s offshore and protected 

areas, and voting in the referendum for ban on oil drilling in Belize’s offshore and protected areas. 
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