
   
 
 

 

 

 
1154 Sunrise Avenue, Apt. 101  
Sunrise Apartments 
Belize City, Belize 
Central America 
Phone/fax: 501-223-7266 
Email:  coalitioncoordinator@apamo.net  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:   Tanya Williams 

Telephone: 223-7266/633-4962 

Email:  coalitioncoordinator@apamo.net 

 
World Water Day:  Protect our Protected Areas – Protect Our Watersheds – Protect Our Water Supply 
 
Belize City, Belize, Tuesday, March 22, 2011 - - As world celebrate World Water Day under theme “Water 
for Cities”,  Belizeans should celebrate the fact that we have had ample supply of clean drinking water 
unlike our neighbouring countries and many countries around the world.  The Belize Coalition to Save 
our Natural Heritage reminds Belizeans of the importance of our protected areas in protecting 
watershed which provide that clean drinking water.   However, many of these protected areas and 
watershed are facing the threat of oil exploration which can affect hydrological processes and the 
quality and quantity of water supply, and the cost of getting clean drinking water. 
 
A watershed is an area of land that catches rain which is then drained or seeped into a marsh, stream, 
river, lake or groundwater.  Without watersheds, potable water would largely come from catching 
rainfall and this would be limited based on quantity and quality, meaning higher costs to get clean 
drinking water.  While other countries suffer frequently from water shortages and lack of clean drinking 
water, Belizeans have enjoyed the consistent availability of fresh, clean drinking water.   
 
A good example of the importance of watersheds is the source of tap and bottle water for many 
Belizeans, the Belize River, which is a watershed with headwaters in the Maya Mountain Massif.  In the 
largest urban centre, Belize City, Belize Water Services Ltd. (BWSL) serves over 18,000 people and one of 
the largest bottle water producer abstract (take) water from the Belize River. No watersheds in the 
Maya Mountain Massif, no tap water, no water from the pump and no bottle water. 
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According to the Belize Environment Outlook 2010 – GEO Belize produced by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, “Belize has 16 major watersheds apart from numerous smaller coastal tidal creek watersheds 
with the headwaters for most of the major watersheds in central and southern Belize have their origin in 
the Maya Mountains Massif, a region of the country which still remains forested.”  The Maya Mountain 
Massif has remained forested largely due to the 14 forested protected areas which fall within the Massif 
including the Chiquibul Forest Reserve and National Park, Columbia Forest Reserve and the Cockscomb 
Basin Wildlife Sanctuary.   
 
Highlighting the importance of the Maya Mountain Massif, the GEO report states that: “watershed 
intactness of the Maya Mountains has to a large extent helped to safeguard the quality and quantity of 
much of the water resources for the country so far.”    
 
The Belize Coalition to Save our Natural Heritage encourages all Belizeans today, on World Water Day, 

to sign the petition to call for a referendum on oil drilling in Belize’s offshore and protected areas, and 

make the first step to protect our watersheds and water supply.  Happy World Water  
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