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Belize Coalition calls on Government to not reissue RSM relinquished lease in 

the Rio Bravo Conservation and Management Area -  let Belizeans decide in the 

Referendum 
 

Belize City, Belize - - The Belize Coalition to Save our Natural Heritage the Government of Bize in keeping 

its commitment to inform the Belizean public about pending applications for any petroleum block 

available for exploration, most recently with Government’s consideration of re-issuing the petroleum 

exploration blocks of Northwestern Orange Walk district.   However, the Coalition registers its extreme 

concern that portions of the petroleum blocks under review for re-issuing is within a protected area, the 

Rio Bravo Conservation and Management Area based on the general description provided in the press 

release from the Ministry of Natural Resources which failed to provide a more detailed description of 

the acreage under consideration.  

 

To support an open discussion on the issue of oil exploration and production in our protected areas and 

to allow Belizeans to participate in the decision-making process regarding this issue, the Coalition calls 

on Government to hold off from re-issuing this area until after the Referendum, which also addresses 

protected areas.   Pointedly, Government has publicly stated that it will await the results of the petition 

drive and subsequent Referendum prior to considering the re-issuing of the relinquished OPIC lease 
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offshore and in good faith to our process and democracy it would be most important to also do the 

same for onshore protected parks. 

 

The Coalition remains open to discussions with the Government on the development of the oil industry 

outside of ecologically sensitive areas with the aim of strengthening the legislative framework for the 

equitable distribution of benefits from oil revenues and the implementation of necessary environmental 

safeguards. 

 

 

### 

 

 

 

 

 

 


