
 
 

 

  

WELCOME 

Welcome to the third edition of the Belize 

Coalition to Save our Natural Heritage membership 
newsletter.  
 
This third issue of Save our Natural Heritage 
highlights activities for May 2011. 
 
We hope you enjoy it! Give us your feedback at the 
email below. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Billy Barquedier National 

Park Photo by: APAMO 

 
 

Caye Caulker – voted as one of the world’s best 
Secret Islands on Earth by Yahoo Travel photo by 

Tsunami Adventures 
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Contact us at 223-7266 or email coalitioncoordinator@apamo.net 
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Become a fan at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Belize.Coalition  

You made it 

happen!!!!!!! 

 

We are proud to 

announce that the 

Coalition has 

surpassed its 17,000 

signature mark and 

will continue to 

collect signatures. 
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 Outreach Officers Onboard 
 

The Coalition has reached its milestone 
of attaining more than 17,000 signatures and now it’s time 
to gear up and hit the campaign trail with education and 
outreach programme. 
 
In May, the Coalition hired two outreach officers and we 
are pleased to introduce Zelly Tzul and Melissa 
Almendarez. Zelly along with the Coalition staff and 
Coalition members will be focusing on community  

outreach in Corozal, Orange Walk and 
the Cayo District.  As for Melissa her target area is Belize 
City, Caye Caulker, San Pedro, Stann Creek and Toledo 
districts. 
 
Tactics that will be used for our community outreach will 
be through community meetings to present information, 
door-to-door to disseminate fact sheets, and at 
countrywide events.   Our first event will be at the Lobster 
Fest in Placencia and Caye Caulker. In Caye Caulker, the 
team will be partnering with Friends of Swallow Caye and 
in Placencia with other members attending the fest.  
 
We look forward to continued collaboration with our 
members, so please contact our outreach officers with 
events happening in your area. 
 

Zelly Tzul Corozal, 

Orange Walk 

& Cayo 

oceanicslover@hotmail.

com 

Melissa 

Almendarez 

Belize city, 

San Pedro, 

Caye 

Caulker, 

Dangriga & 

Toledo 

District 

melalmendarez@gmail.

com 

 

Oil Experts in Belize 

In our last issue of the Save our Natural Heritage newsletter 

we stated that Dr. Richard Fineberg was tasked with 
reviewing Belize’s Fiscal regime (Royalty, Income and 
Windfall tax) and the Production Sharing Agreement. 
 

On Thursday May 5, 2011 at the public forum held at the 
University of the West Indies auditorium room, Dr. Fineberg 
spoke about the “the problem of cheating and made 
reference to  Joseph Stiglitz quote in “Escaping the Resource 
Curse”. In that article, Stiglitz stated that: 

 

“………whatever the contract [...] corporations are tempted to 
cheat – to pay less than they are supposed to – because the 
amount of money that can sometimes be made by doing so is 
so large. The occasions to cheat arise not just in developing 
countries. In the 1980s, I worked on a case involving cheating 
by the major oil companies in Alaska. . . . By overestimating 
their costs by just a few pennies per gallon (and multiplying 
those pennies by hundreds of millions of gallons) the oil 
companies would increase their profits enormously. They 
could not resist the temptation.... 
 

And so, 
………. “Each piece of the cheating was hard to detect, and 
government prosecutors had to analyze thousands of 
transactions – at a cost of tens of millions of dollars. In the 
end, there was no doubt that cheating had occurred – and 
on a massive scale”. 
 

At his debriefing to the Executive committee before his 
departure Dr. Fineberg emphasized the need to have data 
from the oil industry be stated in the calendar years. He 
further commented that forecasting and comparing what oil 
companies’ makes cannot be done using fiscal years but 
rather calendar year data. You can also refer to his channel 5 
interview at: 
http://edition.channel5belize.com/archives/53814  
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Melissa Almendarez 

http://edition.channel5belize.com/archives/53814


   
Coalition’s Website 

 
It is official; the Coalition now has a website.  

Thanks to Leon Sealey-Huggins, a student from Leeds 

University who was in Belize conducting research on 

climate change. During his stay, he volunteered some of 

his time and did the initial set-up for the website.  

 

On the website you can find information from the 

inception of the Coalition to our Campaign, how to take 

action and even how to continue supporting the work of 

your Coalition.   

 

The website’s URL is  

 

http://www.belizecoalition.org/ 

 

Browse the website and tell us what you think. 

 

 

 
 

Education and Outreach Activities 

Educational outreach with San Pedro tour operators – 

June 11 & 12, 2011 

Lion’s Den, San Pedro Town – June 15, 2011 at 7:00 

pm 

Placencia Lobster Fest – June 25 & 26, 2011 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Action through 
Education and Awareness 

 
In our last issue we gave you the lyrics to the 
Coalition jingle. 
 
Now we are giving you a chance to listen to 
the jingle. Listen, dance and sing along.  
Why?  
 
♪ because the Coalition is here for you and 
me ♪ 

Jingle 
     
Join the Belize Coalition to Save our Natural 
Heritage call us at 223-7266. 
 

Promote your Coalition 
 

  
 

 Advocate for similar causes 

 Depend on the environment to survive  

 Values a natural, green and pristine 

environment 
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Coming together is a 
beginning. 

Keeping together is 
progress. 

Working together is 
success.” 

--Henry Ford  
 

Get the word out and 

recommend the 

Coalition to other 

organizations and 

individuals who: 

http://www.belizecoalition.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Coalition%20to%20Save%20our%20Natural%20Heritage/Jingle/01%20Track%201.wma


 

 

 

 

New World Oil and Gas acquires farm-out agreement in Blue Creek 

New World Oil and Gas PLC is an Alternative Investment Market (AIM) that focuses on investing in and 

operating in oil and gas assets particularly in Central American and Canada, and if you’re wondering 

which Central American Country, you got it right…it is BELIZE, specifically Blue Creek and Blue Creek 

South.   

In an article sent to us by Mary Toy entitled “UPDATE: New World Oil & Gas encouraged by initial 

report on Blue Creek project, Belize” on June 9, 2011 it stated that “Blue Creek appears to be a good 

opportunity to access early stage exploration in a very prospective area” and “that they were making 

progress to towards acquisition of its first upstream exploration and production interest.”   

They were successful as in a press release entitled “Blue Creek Expansion Completion” dated June 16, 

2011 the company announced “that it has completed a Farm-Out Agreement (‘FOA’) to acquire up to a 

100% participating interest in the Production Sharing Agreement (‘PSA’) over the Blue Creek Project in 

the Petén Basin in Belize and, furthermore, has entered into an operations agreement with respect to 

the PSA (the ‘Operations Agreement)” )”, New World Oil and Gas Plc, June 2011.. Additionally “the 

Company has entered into a 2-D seismic acquisition agreement with American Seismic LLC and will 

commence the first phase of its seismic acquisition programme for the Blue Creek Project later this 

month”,  )”, New World Oil and Gas Plc, June 2011. More on this can be found at: 

http://www.nwoilgas.com/ 

MEMBER NEWS:  

A PAMO held its Annual General Meeting on May 

11, 2011 at the Coastal Zone Training Room. 

Highlights of the AGM included their 2010 key 

activities highlights and 2011 initiatives, the launching 

of 2011 Protected Areas Directory, guest speaker Dr. 

Vincent Palacio from the University of Belize, Dr. 

Jaime Gonzalez Cano, National Commission for 

Protected Areas of Mexico and the introduction of their 

new Executive Council Members.    

 BAS and STACA – St. Herman’s Blue Hole & Billy 

Barquedier National park were featured in CNN’s 

video: Road trip on the Hummingbird in Belize  

 FOSC – held its Public Consultation on Sanctuary 

Management Plan, Outreach Activities, 

Membership Drive and Business Plan 

 Oceana- celebrated World Ocean’s Day with special 

guest, Senior Scientist, Jackie Savitz, an oil spill 

simulation and song and poem competitions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Map of Belize photo by Proactive 

Investors United Kingdom. 
 
 

Nature worth billions to UK 

Nature is worth billions in the UK according to an 

article written by Richard Black Environment 

correspondent, for the BBC News.  

 

In the report written by the National Ecosystem 

Assessment (NEA) it stated that the environment “ 

got incredible value, so before you start converting 

green space into building, think through what the 

economic value is of maintaining that green space' - 

or the blue space, the ponds and the rivers”. 

 

Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman, explained 

it the best when she said “the natural world is vital to 

our existence, providing us with essentials such as 

food, water and clean air - but also cultural and health 

benefits not always fully appreciated because we get 

them for free”.  

More on this article can be found at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-

13616543 

 

From land to sea: News on Oil Concessions  

Map of 

Belize 

photo by: 

Proactive 

Investors 

United 

Kingdom. 


