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SATIIM POSITION PAPER: SUMMARY 

The Sarstoon-Temash Institute for Indigenous Management’s (SATIIM) position: 

“No drilling in the Sarstoon Temash National Park, Protected Areas or Offshore” 

9
th

 of March 2011 

SATIIM is calling upon the people of Belize to save the Sarstoon Temash National Park from oil 

development, to respect the human rights of its surrounding communities and to seek sustainable 

energy development opportunities. SATIIM also demands that all decisions regarding oil 

development are made with economic equity, environmental justice and respect for human rights as 

their fundamental basis.  

There are development alternatives that minimize risks and optimize benefits. We must, as a people, 

value and protect the true riches of our country - our cultural diversity and natural heritage.  

Together we must resolve the economic, social, cultural, environmental and political concerns that 

we raise. Only then can development go ahead without irreversible damage to our country and 

without discrimination and marginalization of any of our people.  

SATIIM’s position is based in the following 4 principles: 

Respect for Rule of Law 

“SATIIM is calling for the Government to make decisions in line with the law of our country. To 

drill for oil in the Sarstoon-Temash National Park is to disregard laws put in place to preserve our 

natural resources in the national interest.” 

 

• SATIIM holds that permitting oil drilling is ultra vires the National Park System Act and is 

therefore illegal.  Legal experts have agreed with SATIIM’s interpretation of this statute. 

• Drilling in Maya lands would be contrary to the Supreme Court judgment of 2007 (Cal v. 

Attorney General), as Chief Justice Conteh issued injunctions prohibiting the government 

from giving oil concessions on the lands of Maya villages without their free, prior and 

informed consent.  SATIIM demands that this ruling be upheld. 

• SATIIM calls upon the GoB to “honour all legitimate contracts” – in particular, those that 

the government holds with the Belizean people to honour and protect our heritage.  These 

pieces of legislation, including the NPSA and EPA, were designed to protect our reefs and 

sensitive ecological areas, and were enacted prior to any oil contract discussed by the Prime 

Minister. 
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Observance of Human Rights 

“To go ahead with oil development on land traditionally used by Maya communities without their 

free, prior and informed consent constitutes a human rights violation.” 

• The Belize constitution Sections 3 (d) and 17 safeguard every Belizean’s right to property 

and Sections 3 (a) and 4 guarantee the right to life and protect every Belizean from 

discrimination.  Therefore, the Supreme Court saw it imperative to protect the property of 

the Maya Peoples, as their customary form of property deserves the same protection as the 

property of all Belizeans. In the Supreme Court Judgment of 2007, Justice Conteh found that  

“The rights and interests of the Maya communities in their property are anchored in the 

Maya customary land tenure system and which does not make them any less deserving of 

the Constitution’s protection afforded to other forms of property”. This means that the GOB 

cannot give out any concession to any company without obtaining the free, prior and 

informed consent of the Maya People.  

• On the 13th of September 2007, Belize voted in favour of adopting the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The GOB agreed to “respect 

the rights of Indigenous Peoples to their lands, territories and resources which they have 

traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired”. Hence, we see it crucial that 

the government honours its moral and political obligation to comply with this important 

instrument.  

• SATIIM demands that the Government of Belize abide by these decisions and honor the 

interest of all communities in Toledo; and respect the legal land rights of the Indigenous 

communities in this region.  

Protection of our Environment 

“As Belizeans we have an obligation to manage and minimize the environmental implications of 

development in our country. The impact on our nation’s natural heritage and the environment must 

be kept to an absolute minimum.  We can learn from other’s mistakes.” 

• Based on experiences around the world, we have seen that in countries who have hastily 

allowed extraction of their natural resources in the pursuit of wealth, we see time and time 

again serious environmental damage including disposal of toxic and carcinogenic drilling 

by-products, deforestation, gas flares, oil spills and increased health problems for local 

residents.  We ask you all: are we Belizeans going to allow this to happen to us? 

• “We would be the last ones to assume that we know everything about petroleum,” remarked 

Minister Gaspar Vega, head of The Ministry of Natural Resources, referring to Belize’s lack 

of experience with oil drilling1.  His Ministry, which is responsible for oil oversight, 
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1 Ramos, A. (Feb 11 2011). Minister “Gapi” Vega publicly faces Coalition rep on oil exploration issues. The Amandala. 
www.amandala.com.bz  
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recently had its budget cut by $1.8 million2.  SATIIM believes that the risk to fragile 

ecosystems, including along the Barrier Reef and in Protected Areas is too great. 

• During the period of seismic testing in the STNP, SATIIM documented US Capital Energy’s 

violation of the terms of their Environmental Impact Analysis, including: latrines built on 

water sources, roads larger than those specified, and disposal of garbage in incorrect places.  

The government did not take action regarding these violations, and SATIIM questions 

whether they will effectively regulator and monitor of future operations. 

Guarantee to Economic Equality 

“Before we drill, we must have a guarantee that each and every Belizean will benefit. We must be 

confident that the wealth generated will reach every family in Belize.  Only then should we be 

willing to sacrifice our national resources.” 

 

•    Up to now, the GOB has not put forward a sound oil development plan that goes beyond its 
interest to generate income for the payment of the super bond and the compliance with the 
legal contracts it bears with oil companies.  
 

• The government must provide a comprehensive plan for moving towards energy 

independence.  We have not seen a concrete plan for using oil revenues to reduce Belize’s 

skyrocketing fuel and electricity costs. Nor do we have evidence that this revenue will be 

used to develop national resources, promote education, improve health, or fight crime and 

poverty.  Without these guarantees, set in a vision of Belize’s future growth, we at SATIIM 

do not feel that there can be any assurance that Belizeans will benefit from oil extraction. 

SATIIM calls upon all Belizeans to exercise their rights and: 
 

i. Stay informed and actively participate in all oil debates being carried out; 
 

ii. Take part in the decision making process on oil development in Belize; 

 

iii. Sign the oil petition currently being circulated nationwide; 
 

      iv. Actively participate in the National Referendum and VOTE NO to 

oil drilling offshore and in Protected Areas in Belize. 
 

 

Now is the time to take responsibility for our future. We as Belizeans need to be the 

decision makers. Together, let us stand up and ensure our nation’s future success. 
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